
Hi ladies. Welcome back. We're ready to begin the next
month of our membership and this month I want to focus
on keeping Christ in Christmas consistently.

And I think that's something that we all want to do, but
sometimes it's very hard to accomplish that because of all
the craziness that goes on during the holidays and also
just the materialistic aspect of it that we deal with all
around us.

Now, our goal when our kids were younger was to make
sure that they knew, understood and remembered what
the true meaning of Christmas was, the birth of Jesus
Christ.

So you have to be active and intentional about teaching
your kids this true meaning, or it probably won't happen. I
It's just going to slip by and their focus is going to be more
on the gifts and the decorations and the fun activities.

Now, don't get me wrong, we were always and still are
very traditional in our celebration of Christmas, we have
the tree, we have the decorations, and we listen to
Christmas music.



And in fact, I'm ready to start listening to it already! I don't
know about you, I love Christmas music and I don't feel
like a month is long enough to listen to all the great songs
to celebrate the birth of our savior!

But anyway, we're traditional and we also even do the
gifts. We want all of that to be intentional about sharing
with our kids what the true meaning of Christmas is.
And we wanted to teach them to focus on how they could
show Christ's love to others rather than just thinking of
themselves.

Because if we're not careful, our kids can get very
self-focused during Christmas, and all they wanna think
about is what they're going to get.

It's me, me, me.

And we want to be careful to shift their focus to the fact
that Christmas is when God gave us the gift of His son.

And we want to share His love by giving to others if we're
not careful. Christmas magic and that joy of receiving gifts



can overshadow the true story of Christmas and why we
celebrate it.

So the key is don't panic, but rather have a plan to
intentionally share the story of Christmas and why we
celebrate during the holidays, why we have the festivities
that we do.

So to help you with that today, I want to share seven or six
of my favorite tips that will help you keep Christ in
Christmas with your kids and help you keep the right
focus so that they don't get distracted by all the other
things that are going on.

1. Begin sharing why Christmas is so meaningful as
early as Thanksgiving. You really can't start too early with
this.
It's never too early to start talking about why we celebrate
Christmas and how Christ's birth has influenced us. Let
them know how this has made a difference in your life
and create a whole season around the true meaning of
Christmas for your kids.



Actively living out how Christmas is celebrated is a simple
way that you're teaching them the true meaning of
Christmas.

2. Ask your kids questions about Christmas to get them
thinking about the true meaning of the holiday.
When our kids were little, we would ask them things like,
“Whose birthday is it on Christmas?”
Or “what happened on Christmas Day to make it so
special?”

On Christmas morning, we would sing Happy Birthday to
Jesus and read the story of his birth from the Bible before
we open presents. I still do this with my grandkids when
it's Christmas or getting close to Christmas, I will ask
them, “What is Christmas all about?”

And you know, sometimes they will, (like my kids used to
do, say “getting gifts.”) And I will say, “Well, yes we do, but
why do we have Christmas?”
“Why do we celebrate?” And then usually they will say,
“That's the birthday of Jesus.” And I kind of try to bring it
back around to that, to remind them of the true purpose
and meaning of the holiday.



3. I would encourage you to listen to Christmas music,
sing Christmas carrots with your kids and read about
his birth.
We listen to the fun songs like Rudolph and some of those
other ones, but we also make sure to listen to and sing the
songs that remind us of what Christmas is all about.
Things like Away In A Manger,  Joy To The World, Silent
Night, things like that.

We also like to read through the book of Luke one chapter
at a time each day in December. That gives us a full
picture of who Jesus is from before His birth all the way
through His resurrection.

This is a really great tradition to start with your kids when
they're young.

4. Have holiday decorations in your home that remind
them of the purpose and the meaning of the season.
Yes, like I mentioned, we have a tree with the ornaments
and the lights, and I love all the fun, pretty decorations of
Christmas.
But we also try to have decorations that point us to the
reason like we have some of those little standup things



that say “Joy To The World” or “Jesus Is The Reason For
The Season.”
We have stickers that say “Joy To The World, the Lord has
come!”

I have a nightlight that I love. It's a little nativity nightlight.

You can also give your kids a nativity scene to play with.
They have plastic ones for kids. Great way for them to
remember that Jesus was born and the story of his birth,
where you know when it has the manger there for them
to visualize it.

So have decorations that will encourage them to
remember their true meaning of Christmas. And you can
even talk to them if you have a star on the top of your tree,
like a lot of people do.

You can talk to them about how the star led the
shepherds and pointed the wise men to Jesus once again,
bringing their focus to his birth.

5. Plan ways for your kids to show God's love to others
during the Christmas season. I already mentioned this



very briefly, but talk to them about who you want to show
love to them and then make plans of how to do it.

Maybe you know a family who's struggling financially and
everyone wants to chip in with a little money for them, or
you want to prepare a food basket for them.

Another idea is to save money throughout the year to
send to a missionary family at Christmas. There really are
so many ways that you can be kind and generous with.
Your gifts and your blessings in the holiday season.

So be creative and think as a family. Let your kids be
involved in making the choice and plan something to
bless someone else during the holiday season.

6. I would encourage you, to help your kids think of
others and bless them.
We would take our kids to visit widows and shut ins
during the weeks leading up to Christmas. We would
usually bake cookies to take to them.

And we would go Caroling at their door. We would go to
their door and sing, knock on the door, start singing a



Christmas Carol. And then usually they would invite us in
and we'd give them the cookies and then visit with them
for a little while.

And again, this was teaching our kids to be a blessing and
to think of others during the Christmas season. I also want
to mention some resources that will help you keep
focused on the birth of Christ during the month of
December.

These are all free from our website.

The first one I would highly encourage you to look into is
The Names of Jesus Advent Countdown Printable Pack.

This is a great way to teach your kids all about Jesus, the
names of Jesus. And it's a devotional you can do with
them every morning during the month of December to
keep your focus there.

And it's very simple. Everything's there for you. There's
very little preparation, so it'd be easy for you to be
consistent.

https://www.thecharactercorner.com/advent-countdown-with-the-names-of-jesus/


And if you do nothing else, just doing this one thing is a
great way to keep your kids minds on Christ during the
weeks leading up to Christmas.

Another thing I would encourage you to look at is the 25
days of Christmas books for children. And that also
includes a printable calendar.

Most of the books that are included here are books that
remind our kids about the Christmas story. It'll have
various aspects of it, books that they'll enjoy.

And you can maybe choose one a day to read leading up
to Christmas, just again to keep their focus there.

And then I also have a link here for some fun activity ideas.
15 fun and inexpensive things to do this holiday season.
And because we're trying to keep stress-free during this
season, I would encourage you to look over the list and
just choose a few based on your schedule, how many kids
you have, what season of life you're in.

You may only choose to do one, you may choose to do one
every week. You may even be able to do two.

https://www.thecharactercorner.com/25-days-christmas-books-for-children/
https://www.thecharactercorner.com/25-days-christmas-books-for-children/
https://www.thecharactercorner.com/15-fun-inexpensive-things-to-do-this-holiday-season/


But if you can only do one, don't feel bad. Plan and do
what you can do so that you can stay stress-free, but still
make it a time of special memories.

The focus verse for this month is Luke 2:11. All of you know
this one “for unto you is born this day in the city of
David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”

This might be a good verse to post and have around the
house for your kids to see as a reminder of what Christmas
is about.

Some action steps for this week.
These are simple but fun.
1. Choose someone that you want to bless this holiday
season. Talk to the kids about it and make plans to do
something for them beside whether you're going to give
them a little money.
Or maybe your kids even have some toys that are gently
used, they want to give to a family in need. Or if it's saving
money to give to a family that is struggling financially.
Choose someone and plan how you're going to bless
them. If you don't plan it, it probably won't happen.
So it's important to make that plan.



2. Download the Names of Jesus Advent countdown,
printables pack. Prepare to begin that with the kids as a
daily devotional starting on December 1st.

3. Choose at least one fun activity or craft to do with
the kids this week. If you're super busy, choose one of the
very simple ones.
Do not stress yourself over this. If it's something you can't
do because you're overwhelmed, skip it. That's just
something fun to do if you're able to! Another fun idea
that you can take from the list of things that I gave you.

So I hope that you'll begin early. Start now to get the right
focus on Christ as you begin preparing for the Christmas
season.

https://www.thecharactercorner.com/advent-countdown-with-the-names-of-jesus/
https://www.thecharactercorner.com/advent-countdown-with-the-names-of-jesus/

